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L.A. Nuisance Abatement Ordinance

 FACT SHEET

Background

For years, Coalition members have worked to shut down businesses that refuse to comply with city regulations or meet community standards. Some of these businesses such as liquor stores motels and recycling centers contribute to the cycle of community violence and substance abuse.  Our most vulnerable population are our youth who walk by these sites everyday.

Seven years ago, Coalition members took the first steps to draft the Nuisance Abatement Ordinance to give the City the power to hold the most notorious businesses owners accountable and make them comply with city rules. City officials from the Planning Department and Councilmember Perry took heed and started working on the language of the law three years ago.   

What will the new law do?

If adopted by the City Council and signed by the Mayor, the ordinance will:

· Give negligent owners 15 days to shut down business 

· Cut off utilities (water and power) when owners refuse to leave the premises 

· Place the burden of fees for investigations, hearings and reports on the negligent owners, not taxpayers 

· Force owners to pay tenants' relocation benefits if the site provides housing 

· Protect affordable housing units when a negligent landlord is removed. 

This ordinance affects nuisance sites only after all other measures have been taken to help them comply with city orders and correct problems.   Liquor stores, motels and recycling centers that completely ignore city hearings or refuse to improve business operations will be affected. 

What can YOU do?

On Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 10am the Los Angeles City Council will vote to adopt the ordinance.  This is an important step toward victory for Community Coalition.   Residents and allies are mobilizing to the hearing to make sure that the City Council knows how important this ordinance is for South L.A.  To show your support:

· Call or Email the City Council and urge them to support the Nuisance Abatement Ordinance (COUNCIL FILE # 07-3711)
· Attend the City Council hearing on Dec 2 at 10am with Community Coalition 

For more info or to join the mobilization, contact Lizette at 323-750-9087 or lizette@cocosouthla.org

